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protection and promotion of Muslim education, language and charitable institutions
and for their due share in the grants-in-aid given by the state and by self-governing
bodies ; (12) no cabinet, either central or provincial, should be formed without there
being a proportion of Muslim Ministers of at least one-third ; (13) no change be made
in the constitution by the Central Legislature except with the concurrence of tne
states constituting the Indian Federation ; (H) that in the present circumstances
the representation of Mussalmans in the different legislatures of the country and
of the other elected bodies through separate electorates is inevitable, and further
the Government being pledged not to deprive the Mussalmans of this right, it
cannot be taken away without their consent and so long as the Mussalmans are
not satisfied that their rights and interests are not adequately safeguarded m the
manner specified above, they will not consent to joint electorates with or without
conditions.
the demands scrutinised
On scrutinising these demands one cannot understand how if these demands
\vere conceded their interests will thereby be protected in consonance with what
should be the aim of all of us for evolving India into a nation, unless the idea be
to divide the whole of India into Hindu and Moslem India and to keep Hindus and
the Mussalmans in every province, district and town perpetually in a state of armed
neutrality ever ready to jump at each other s throat.
The very first demand coupled with the second for the vesting of the residuary
powers in completely autonomous provincial Governments cuts at the very root of
the conception of evolving India into a nation If this demand were conceded, India
would be reduced to the helpless state of so many provinces regarding themselves
as so many practically independent nations running at each other's throat on the
flimsiest of excuses. Any intrepid and intriguing invader will be ?able to jnstigate
one province against another by playing upon their mutual jealousies and diversities
of interests created by the feeling of separateness directly resulting from the conces-
sion of these demands.
Demand No. 3 seems to have been based on the assumption that the ^Hindus
will not mind, proverbially patient as they are, if the candle of their patience is made
to burn at both ends. The Moslems in provinces where they happen^ to be m
minority would not scruple to cut out a piece from the Hindu representation on the
excuse of providing for their adequate and effective representation, but are not
prepared to make the same concessions in provinces where they happen to be m
majority for the protection of another community, I e. of the Sikhs in the Punjab which
is comparatively the smallest of the minority communities. The Moslems, '.in short,
do not believe in the altruistic principle of doing unto others as you would others
do unto you.
The demand No. 4 is very peculiar. The Muslims think that they cannot have
adequate and effective protection unless one-third of the seats are reserved for them
in the central legislature. One fails to see how a minority of i/3rd can protect itself
against the onslaughts, if one were to speak in the language of the present Moslem
mentality of the 2/3rd majority, supposing at the same time that the system of
nominations to support the foreign Government block in the legislatures, as it is
to-day, were to be done away with. I hope and trust the framer of the demand bfad
not the consolation of the unexpressed consciousness at the back of his mind that
do whatever we may or speak whatever we or Government may like, tfae so-called
Dominion Status or the future constitution is not going to do away with the solid
block of the bureaucracy and its supporters. But if the Moslems think that their
interests eairoof be properly safeguarded unless i/srd of the seats are reserved
for tbem In i&e central legislature, then with what face can we or they oppose the
demands of the Sikhs in tne Punjab for similar reservation of seats for them, in their
provincial council ?
Demands No. 5 and 6, if read together mean nothing less than that, to satisfy
the luxury of the addition of one more province to the present Moslem provinces,
Sindh mast be ruthlessly separated from the Bombay presidency, of which it is a
cotnnonent part since its coming: into very being without paying any the least
consideration to the sentiments of the majority community in the province or
tiie administration conveniescJes, These demands, it is evident, are not conceived

